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 Book reviews

 Confucian thinkers, early and late' (p. 79). And Wejen Chang concludes that the two approaches

 are not mutually exclusive but complementary (p. I34).

 Irene Bloom documents the many ways in which human dignity took form in the thought of

 Mencius, and writes '[T]his is not to suggest that Mencian Confucianism was generative of

 democratic ideas or of human rights thinking, but, rather, that its fundamental intuitions-with

 their crucial affirmations of human equality, responsibility, relatedness, and respect-are consis-
 tent with and morally and spiritually supportive of the consensus documents that figure so

 importantly in our emerging modern civilization' (p. i I I).

 The essays in this volume greatly enrich the debate on these pivotal issues. The editors of

 Confucianism and human rights give the last word to Louis Henkin, and I will follow their lead.

 Henkin argues that the human rights idea is not alien to Confucian values.' [It] is not mono-
 lithic, imperialist. It does not demand uniformity, conformity. It allows-indeed it insists on-

 large autonomy for individuals as well as for societies. The ideology it insists on is a minimum,

 the minimum required for individual human dignity. Are these not also the imperative of

 Confucian values today?' (p. 3I3).

 William Felice, Eckerd College, Florida

 The warrior's honor: ethnic war and the modern conscience. By Michael Ignatieff.

 London: Chatto and Windus. I998. 207pp. Index. Pb.: /io.99. ISBN 0 70II 6324 0.

 Half a century after the United Nations issued the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the

 vast majority of the earth's population is still not aware of the 'right to have rights', as Hannah

 Arendt stated in her Origins of totalitarianism (i 968). Authoritarian leaders, sultanistic regimes, the

 absence of the rule of law, the lack of democratic institutions, weak and corrupt civil

 administrations and law enforcement agencies, disabled societies and stumbling economies,

 conspire against the empowerment of individuals, leaving them prey to demagogues and dictators.

 These are some of the features Michael Ignatieff identifies as the grounds on which fin-de-siecle

 ethnic strife and new wars flourish, towing in their path and often to their deaths or endless suf-

 fering individuals who have not yet managed to exit from their 'self-inflicted immaturity'

 (Immanuel Kant).

 What is the 'mature' developed world, aware of all of these sufferings and political catastrophes,

 to do? And why should it do anything? Should it intervene, or succumb to the 'seductiveness of

 moral disgust' (p. 72)? Moral obligation, stemming from the universalism of the Enlightenment

 and the liberal democratic principles, has in fact already set the agenda. In an ever more

 interrelated world the moral obligation reaches 'beyond our nation, family, intimate network' (p.

 4). This moral obligation, coupled with realpolitik, has driven intervention during this first post-

 Cold War decade in countries where gross violations of human rights have been committed.

 Ignatieff's approach is unique because he jabs his pen and mind into the heart of Western

 assumptions, values and beliefs as they are confronted by the 'ethnification of politics' (Claus

 Offe) and collapse of states and societies.The author illuminates the political, social, historical and

 psychological complexities of these issues through a series of five essays. The questions they raise

 are fundamental to our understanding of key underlying questions of international politics.

 Whether considering the fact of intervention and engagement and its mediation through

 governments, multilateral organizations, NGOs and the media, or the character of the new ethnic

 wars fought mostly by irregular troops, or the uneasy cohabitation of a world of'zones of safety'

 and 'zones of danger' (p. 6), Ignatieff's personalized accounts and insights constantly jolt the

 reader into a much needed politico-philosophical reflection on events whose shorthand names

 are Iraq, Somalia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Rwanda, Haiti.

 Difficult questions are raised more often than answers given. Even though faced with the

 dilemma of steering between the 'Scylla of hubristic overcomniitment [to intervene] and the

 Charybdis of cynical disengagement' (p. ioo), (between universalism and relativism), Ignatieff,

 advocating ethics of responsibility, assesses the possibilities for a middle course, which would
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