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 206 BOOK REVIEWS

 revolutionaries to a variety of challenges posed
 by the world beyond China: non-Chinese eth-
 nic groups, foreign religions and, most impor-
 tantly, Western military, economic and cultural
 imperialism. To this we may add the obvious
 point - which the book strangely enough seems
 very reluctant to make - that in this respect
 Chinese culture is indeed not different from

 other cultures. A political, social or economic
 resource (or, sometimes, a liability) in the
 hands of fallible individuals and groups, culture
 is either negotiated or assumed, challenged or
 revered, rejected or carefully guarded against
 alien contamination.

 FRANK N. PIEKE
 University of Oxford
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