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 BOOK REVIEWS 845

 (pp. 62-64), how the T'ang emperors, Su-
 tsung and Tai-tsung, through diplomatic ma-
 nipulations as well as heavy gifts, were able
 to recruit forces from the Uighurs to suppress
 internal disorder and ward off foreign in-
 vasion, and as a result how much the people
 of the "Heavenly Qagan" (Tien k'o-han)
 were humiliated and plundered by the arro-
 gant Uighurs. It also tells us, sometimes in
 minute detail, of the ho-ch'in system at work.
 It seems that in addition to prestige, the
 Uighur qagan might have been genuinely
 fascinated by the charm and gracefulness of
 the T'ang princesses. The marriage ceremony
 of Princess T'ai-ho is both informative and
 enticing to read. On this occasion, the qagan,
 as an expression of his gratitude, sent two
 thousand chiefs of tribes to welcome the
 princess. They (p. io8) "brought in, as tribute,
 20,000 horses and i,ooo camels. Never before
 had a delegation from any of the barbarian
 states to China been as large as this one."

 To the Chinese historian, the impact of the
 Uighurs lies much deeper than foreign re-
 lations. It is commonly known that, in order
 to cope with these "barbarians," the T'ang
 Court had to make institutional adjustments
 by setting up new chou and fur to control
 them; it had to create various kinds of
 ritualistic symbols, such as glorious titles, to
 induce them; it had to accept tremendous
 financial losses, such as purchasing a large
 number of old and weak horses to placate
 them; and, as a last resort, it had to rely
 upon generals, such as Kuo Tzu-i, to con-
 front them. Since the interaction between
 domestic politics and "calamities from with-
 out" (wai-huan) played a unique role in
 T'ang history, an adequate understanding of
 the T'ang dynastic configuration depends
 heavily upon our knowledge of the "barbarian
 situation." Yet, the complexity of the "bar-
 barian situation" can never be revealed by
 focusing on only one ethnic group. The rise
 and fall of the Uighurs would seem too
 much of a mystery, if we had no ideas about
 their predecessors and their successors. Indeed,
 the available sources tell us very little about
 the economic condition, the political organi-
 zation, and social structure, and the symbol
 system of the alleged "Uighur Empire." It is
 in this connection that the present work

 should be appreciated as a study of the re-
 lations between the T'ang Empire and the
 Uighurs, rather than a reconstruction of the
 so-called Uighur Empire according to the
 two T'ang Dynastic Histories.

 WEI'MING Tu
 Princeton University

 The Mandate of Heaven, Record of a Civil
 War, China 1945-49. BY JOHN F. MELBY.
 Toronto: University of Toronto Press,
 i968. Xiii, 313 pp. Pictures, Index. $io.oo.

 Chungking, March 7, I946. O'n this day
 John Melby, member of the United States
 Embassy to China, recorded in his diary:
 "[T. V.] Soong made the remark openly the
 other day that China should not worry about
 Washington: 'I can handle those boobs"'
 (p. 98). The evidence of this remarkable
 chronicle is that T. V. Soong and other
 prominent leaders of the Kuomintang actually
 did think and act toward the United States
 in the way his remark implies and that United
 States officials, in turn, began to reassess the
 desirability of remaining allied with the Kuo-
 mintang government. Whether or not friendly
 relations and mutual trust between the KMT
 and the United States during the late nineteen-
 forties would have made any difference what-
 soever to the outcome of the Chinese civil
 war, Melby doubts and other opinion is di-
 vided. What is not open to doubt is the fact
 that Sino-American relations during the civil
 war period were poisonous and that the two
 governments' different views of postwar
 China, of appropriate policies to deal with the
 situation, and of each other have vastly com-
 plicated explanations of the Communist victory
 and understanding of the Communist chapter
 of the Chinese revolution. Melby's book is
 a valuable source for the scholar who wishes
 to study this aspect of the problem.

 John Melby arrived in Kunming November
 I, I945, to join the U. S. Embassy staff,
 having been encouraged by Averell Harriman
 to take the post because of Melby's previous
 work in Moscow. Harriman believed that
 it was wise to place men around the world in
 1945 who were knowledgeable about Com-
 munists and Communism, although there is
 no evidence in this book that Melby was in
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