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Environmental Knowing, Ecosophy and the Innovation of Confucianism
Cheng Xiangzhan & Du Weiming

Abstract; The ecological significance of Confucianism is one key of Du Weiming’s academic works since

1980s. Aiming at this trend, Cheng Xiangzhan put forwards that natural environmental knowing plays an

very important role in traditional Chinese thought including Confucianism, and that is why the traditional

Confucianism has a close and intrinsic connection with today’s ecosophy. The two scholars think that a

natural environmental aesthetic is the heart of traditional Chinese aesthetics, through which, we can dig

out the soul of Chinese aesthetics covered by the paradigm of the philosophy of art, Based on the life expe-

rience of both Arne Naess and lan L. McHarg, the two scholars think that natural environmental aesthetic

appreciation is the base of Ecosophy. Finally, they point'6ut that the rapid urbanization in China is the new

context of the innovation of Confucianism.

Key words: Confucianism, environmental knowing, ecosophy, urbanization
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