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Dialogue across Civilizations in the Age of
Globalization and Pluralization

DU Wei—ming
(Harvard University, U.S.A)

Abstract: Globalization is the continual extension and expansion of modernization. Like modernization,
globalization has its diversity as well. Because of its own cultural heritage and unique environment, East Asia
follows a different model from the west. Through enlightened reflections in the background of globalization and a
dialogue across civilizations in the context of pluralization, we may identify some deficiencies in the value pursuit
dominated by the western discourse since the Enlightenment and reestablish the Chinese culture as an important
player. In the dialogue across civilizations, we will be able to open up broader perspectives if we try to avoid the
blind spots since the Enlightenment and reconstruct a new spirit of humanism.

Key words: modernization; East Asia; globalization; pluralism; spirit of humanism



